
District 5000, Hawaii 
AWARDS SUBMISSION FORM 

2008-2009 
 

Rotary Club of Hilo Bay 
Club President:  Mary Begier 
Club Division:   Small (  )   Medium (  )   Large (X) 
Division determined by club membership as of July 1, 2008 exclusive of honorary 
Award Category:  Community Service 
 
Check for each item completed: 
 

(X) Recipient of a District Simplified Grant Program 
(X) Performed at least one new community service project this year. 
(X) Conducted a Community Needs Assessment Survey and used same to 

meet a community need. 
(X) Participated in Rotary Gives Thanks. 
(X) Involved an Interact Club in one of your community service projects. 
(   ) Involved an Rotaract Club in one of your community service projects. 
(X) Contacted local media and publicized club activities. 
(X) Invited your community to be part of your Rotary Family 
(X) Participated with another service organization (Blood Bank, Red Cross, 

Salvation Army, Goodwill, etc.) on a joint project meeting a community 
need. 

(X) Participated in a local community health, hunger, literacy, or water 
management project. 

 
Number of Unique Projects for this Rotary Year 2008-09 and list below: 
 

1. District Simplified Grant to Waiakea Settlement YMCA 
2. Boys and Girls Club of Hawaii 
3. Habitat for Humanity 
4. Keiki Vision 

 
List your two most important community service projects for this year: 
 
  1. Volcano Run   Club members Participating:  44% 
  2. Boys and Girls Club   Club members Participating:  59% 
 
Please provide a narrative description of your Community Service projects including the 
two projects listed above and any detail supporting your checked items above.  Limit 
your response to two full 8½”  X 11” plain paper.  (No letterhead, pictures, or graphics 
and all printing should be with Times New Roman, 12pt. Size) 
 
Submission Deadline:  April 1, 2009 
 
 



�
1. District Simplified Grant to the Waiakea Settlement YMCA – An informal survey 

of the needs in the Hilo community resulted in finding several non-profits in great 
need of help.  The Waiakea Settlement YMCA was the first organization selected and 
the grant application was approved.  This grant will enable the Waiakea Settlement 
YMCA to purchase needed equipment and services to meet the needs of youngsters 
and adults in the community. 

 
 

2. District Simplified Grant to Child and Family Services -  The diligence and 
enthusiasm of the Community Service committee got approval for a second District 
Simplifed grant for the Child and Family Services Crisis House.  This organization 
that provides critically need service for children and adults at risk are now able to 
have equipment, books, and arts and craft material for their clients.  

 

 
 
3. First Time Project for Habitat for Humanity  – Members of RC of Hilo Bay 

supported the Habitat for Humanity organization by staffing water stations for their 
Build A Thon Walk (above).  This walk raised funds to build more homes in the 
Keaukaha area.  The route for the walk included the neighborhood were the homes 
were and will be built, and so walkers truly witnessed their “dollars at work.”  RC of 
Hilo Bay will continue supporting this effort by helping in the construction of an 
“accessible” two bedroom home later this year. 



 
 
4. Rotary Gives Thanks to Hospice of Hilo - In the month of November, Rotarians 

and family members from the RC of Hilo Bay staffed the "Light Up A Life" tree for 
the Hospice of Hilo (above), to show our appreciation for everything Hospice does in 
providing palliative care to patients and their families.  The club has supported this 
special organization in Hilo for the past 14 years.  

 
 
5. Rotary Teams with The Volcano Art Center (VAC) – Twenty-two club members 

again teamed up with VAC to set up an aid station at the beginning of Devastation 
Trail for the Volcano Run.  This annual event enables the Volcano Art Center to 
provide classes and programs emphasizing on cultural awareness, and in addition 
provides scholarships for community members who might otherwise not be able to 
attend.  With this support, VAC is able to open their classroom/meeting facility to a 
wide variety of classes and programs so the Volcano community is more easily 
served preventing residents and guests to have to travel the 35 miles to Hilo for 
services. 



 
 
6. Rotary and Literacy – A total of 365 dictionaries were given to third graders in 

Waiakea Elementary School, Waiakeawaena Elementary School, and Hilo Union 
School (above).  Each student in these grades now have their own dictionaries, and 
the excitement and smiles reflected by the students are good indicators that these 
dictionaries will be well used. 

 
 
7. Rotary With Another Service Organization – The RC of Hilo Bay teamed up with 

the Boys and Girls Club of Hawaii to repair and enhance the organization’s facilities 
and grounds.  This is the Weinberg Foundation project and thirty club members 
labored for four hours on this project fulfilling the guidelines provided by the 
Weinberg Foundation.  This project resulted in the Boys and Girls Club receiving a 
$10,000 grant from the Foundation. 



 
 8. Walk-To-End Polio and Multi-Club Fellowship  – The RC of Hilo Bay joined up 

with the RC of South Hilo for this event where Rotarians walked a 2.3 mile route to 
show our determination that polio will be eliminated from the face of this planet.  The 
RC of Volcano and the provisional club of Pahoa Sunset also joined us as our guests 
and a great atmosphere of fellowship and fun followed the walk (above).  Funds 
raised through the club’s annual Oktoberfest was donated to the RI Polio Plus 
program.  The Oktoberfest was held for 400 guests and with the silent auction, the RC 
of Hilo Bay was able to donate over $3,700 dollars to Polio Plus. 

 
 
9. Special Rotary Moment – The Walk-To-End Polio and Fellowship was a typical 

Hawaiian Style gathering where there was a lot of food and drinks left over.  After the 
park grounds were cleaned up, a quiet family entered the park area and the food and 
drinks we had left were offered to them.   The woman expressed great appreciation 
for everything and we explained why we were there that day.  She looked slightly 
puzzled that we were actually attempting to eradicate a disease like polio, but she 
nodded with understanding and appreciation. 



 
 
10. Rotary Teams with Lions for Keiki Vision – Members were surprised that over half 

of the youngsters screened in this Keiki Vision project needed further testing.  
Members of the local Lions’ Club teamed with the RC of Hilo Bay to screen 
elementary children for vision impairments at Waiakea Elementary School (above), 
Waiakeawaena Elementary School, and Hilo Union School.  A Rotarian who is an 
optometrist (Dr. Cedric Mitsui, top row, 4th from left) provided the needed training 
for the club members.  This project definitely benefits our youngsters and improving 
the quality of education to our students is implied. 

 
  
11. Rotarians-At-Work  – RC of Hilo Bay joined other Rotary Clubs in the Hilo area for 

a Rotarians-At-Work project.  The Salvation Army Teen Safe House is in need of 
minor carpentry repairs and painting.  The Salvation Army provides a needed service 
in helping teens at risk and Rotarians are happy to restore a healthy environment. 

 
 


