
Center is completely 

community based. 

 

Kohala Center started as 

a project of Hawaii Is-

land leaders seeking to 

create employment by 

caring for our island.  

Presently, the center has 

36 employees, and an-

other 100 independent 

contractors, plus ven-

dors.  These are all 

knowledge-based occu-

pations. 

 

Kohala Center focuses 

on the intersection of 

human and natural re-

sources.  Its present fo-

cus is. 

1. Energy self-reliance 

2. Food self-reliance 

3. Eco-system sustain-

ability 

 

Matt Hamabata was born 

and raised in Hanapepe 

Kauai.  He graduated 

from Mid-Pacific Insti-

tute in Honolulu; re-

ceived his BA from Cor-

nell University, MA and 

PhD from Harvard Uni-

versity.  Hamabata has 

taught at Yale Univer-

sity, served as Dean of 

Haverford College, and 

was Director of Learning 

at California Endow-

ment.  He is Professor 

Emeritus at the Fielding 

Graduate University, a 

former Fulbright-Hays 

Fellow, and recipient of 

the Literary Award of the 

Athenaeum of Philadel-

phia.  Hamabata has also 

been named by Hawaii 

Business as one of the 

ñ20 For the Next 20ò and 

will be profiled in this 

monthôs edition of the 

magazine. 

 

Also attending: Guy 

Kaulukukui, director of 

the food self-reliance 

program for Kohala Cen-

ter. 

Kohala Center is an inde-

pendent, community-

based center for research 

and education.  It was 

founded in June 2001 to 

focus on the global con-

cerns of energy, food, 

and self-reliance.  Ko-

hala Center has estab-

lished partnerships at 

regional, national, and 

international levels.  Ko-

hala Center is not affili-

ated with any public sec-

tor organization, nor is it 

funded by any single 

private entity.  Kohala 

Matt Hamabata, Executive Director of Kohala 

Center  
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ñHappiness is when what you 

think, what you say, and what 

you do are in harmony.ò 

 --Gandhi 

Inspiration  

Continued on page 4 

Matt Hamabata receiving 

his Hilo Bay Rotary Mug 

from Jay Curlee 
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New generation lifts up the next  
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Raffle 

UHH bag and 

shirt From 

Yu Yok 

Pearring  

Guests  
None 

None 

Visiting 
Rotarians  

Pledge led by: 

Art Taniguchi  

4-Way Test led by: 

Sandra Wagner-

Wright   
33 and professional 

backgrounds as varied as 

public relations, invest-

ment banking, and enter-

tainment, members of 

this New Generations 

club didnôt lack for ex-

tracurricular activities, 

but they chose Rotary. 

The Central clubôs 

launch ñwas a dream 

come true for several RI- 

and district-driven initia-

tives to retain scholars 

and alumni within the 

Rotary family and extend 

the service platform to 

the younger generation,ò 

says Tai Po club member 

Claire Mak, who serves 

as District 3450 Gover-

nor Ada Chengôs special 

representative to the 

Central club. ñIt is a 

pleasure and a privilege 

to work with a bunch of 

enthusiastic, fresh Ro-

tarians with a clear vi-

sion to serve.ò 

Written for Reconnec-

tions. 

By Maureen Vaught   

Rotary International 

News -- 9 March 2010  

The Rotary Club of Cen-

tral, Hong Kong, under-

stands the value of help-

ing young people reach 

their potential. 

Over a third of its 33 

charter members come 

from a Rotary back-

ground, having been 

involved in Rotary Foun-

dation programs, Rota-

ract, or RYLA, or as 

other members of the 

family of Rotary. So itôs 

not surprising that the 

clubôs first service pro-

jects would involve help-

ing youth. 

Sponsored by the Rotary 

Club of Tai Po, the Cen-

tral club was chartered in 

June. Just two months 

later, the club was 

awarded a Rotary Foun-

dation District Simplified 

Grant of US$2,000 in 

support of a Make a 

Wish project to help chil-

dren, ages 7 to 14, who 

have migrated from 

mainland China assimi-

late into their new cul-

ture. 

ñThrough group activi-

ties and workshops, we 

hope to develop their 

interpersonal skills and 

boost  the i r  se l f-

confidence,ò says charter 

president Fonia Wong, a 

former Group Study Ex-

change team member 

and Rotaractor. ñWe also 

hope to enhance their 

understanding of Rotary 

to pave the way for fu-

ture involvement in In-

teract or Rotaract.ò 

In cooperation with the 

HKSKH Kowloon City 

Children and Youth Inte-

grated Service Center, 

the club has organized a 

variety of activities, in-

cluding a community 

service project, a visit to 

an amusement park, and 

a tour of a local televi-

sion station. 

Following the visit to the 

TV station, the club held 

a series of six journalism 

workshops on writing 

and photography. In 

April, the young people 

used their newfound 

skills to ñcoverò the 10th 

anniversary of the open-

ing of the Kowloon chil-

dren and youth center. 

ñWe want to encourage 

the children to pay atten-

tion to the daily news 

and develop confidence 

in expressing themselves 

through words and pho-

tographs,ò Wong says. 

With an average age of 

Central club service chair Candy Ma (left) joins a young 

project recipient at the Hong Kong Broadband TV station. 

Photo courtesy of Rotary Club of Central, Hong Kong  

http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/Alumni/ReconnectionsNewsletter/Pages/ridefault.aspx
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http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100309_news_newgen.aspx
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Sharon Scheele participated in 

the Hilo Lions Club Golf Tourna-

ment and won two prizes: the 

grand prize of five nights and four 

days in Las Vegas; and a bottle of 

sake 

Yu Yok PearringðThe Distin-

guished Alumni Service Award 

evening was an excellent event, 

and word of the potential tsunami 

did not come until the end of the 

evening.  She is also thankful for 

David Hurdôs bread which is al-

ways so delicious.  Toby Tanigu-

chi, son of Barry Taniguchi, was 

honored in Hawaii Business To-

day. 

Dave DeLuzðThe success of the 

Journey Through the Universe 

event in the schools 

Richard CroweðCanada won 14 

Olympic Gold medals and the 

hockey was fantastic.  The success 

of the Journey Through the Uni-

verse event in the schools. A sad 

dollar: the County is no longer 

going to fund the Hawaii County 

Band, effective July 1.  Richard 

has been a member of the band for 

over 22 years.  He asks everyone 

to contact County Council mem-

bers and support the bandôs con-

tinued existence 

Alan OkinakaðGirlsô Day is 

today, March 3. 

Happy Dollars 

Collected 

$40  

How Rotarians can best help Haiti  

dent Roberto Valentín; 

Rotarian Charles Adams, 

who is coordinating a 

disaster relief committee 

in the neighboring Do-

minican Republic; and 

Ramiro Sánchez Melo, 

governor of District 4060 

(Dominican Republic). 

Past RI Director Barry 

Rassin and Past District 

Gove rno r  R icha rd 

McCombe also made a 

trip to Port-au-Prince 

earlier in the month to 

meet with Rotary leaders 

involved in relief work. 

Both are involved with 

organizing the aid effort 

in District 7020, which 

covers Haiti along with 

10 other Caribbean na-

tions and areas. 

In addition to money, the 

district is asking for large 

tents that can serve as 

classrooms, recreation 

areas, community cen-

ters, or therapy shelters. 

Nearly all of the schools 

in the capital were de-

stroyed by the earth-

quake. 

Medical supplies and 

equipment, classroom 

materials, and agricul-

tural tools are also 

needed. While food, wa-

ter, and temporary shel-

ter remain important, a 

report by District 7020 

leaders notes that work 

needs to begin on sus-

tainable housing to pro-

vide jobs, shelter, and an 

infrastructure to support 

residents. Relief workers 

By Arnold R. Grahl   

Rotary International 

News -- 5 March 2010   

Almost two months after 

a powerful earthquake 

shook Haiti, signs of 

devastation are every-

where, underscoring the 

long road to recovery 

that lies ahead. 

RI President John 

Kenny, who visited Haiti 

in late February, urged 

Rotarians to work with 

District 7020 's Haiti 

earthquake relief team 

coordinating aid to the 

nation. 

"What they are basically 

saying is, óWhat we need 

is money,ô so they can 

buy locally the imple-

ments that are needed to 

help the reconstruction," 

Kenny said. 

More than 250,000 peo-

ple are estimated to have 

died in the 12 January 

earthquake and after-

shocks in Port-au-Prince, 

with another million 

homeless. 

Kenny said he felt it was 

important to visit Haiti 

"to show that Rotarians 

worldwide care about the 

plight of their fellow 

human beings, many of 

whom have lost every-

thing." 

He found that the de-

struction was even 

greater than he had ex-

pected. 

"When you see it on tele-

vision, it's one thing," he 

said. "But to actually be 

there and see some of 

these buildings the way 

they are and to know that 

there are people under-

neath that rubble -- the 

sheer magnitude you 

can't quite capture in 

film."  

Accompanying Kenny 

on his 23 February trip 

were Past RI Vice Presi-

Continued on page 4 

Kenny (fourth from left) arrives at the Port-au-Prince air-

port with Past RI Vice President Roberto Valentín (third 

from left) and Rotarian Charles Adams (second from 

right), who is coordinating relief efforts from District 4060 

(Dominican Republic). Photo courtesy of District 4060  

http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100305_news_haiti_trip.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100305_news_haiti_trip.aspx
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