
When completed, this 

project could positively 

impact 1300 people.  We 

intend to use Dragon 

ñbrandedò pumps that 

will last at least 5 years 

and provide 100% water 

production with 100% 

usage by surrounding 

families. 

 

In addition to replacing 

& repairing pumps other 

potential related projects 

include: 

 

Education:  Teaching 

people not to throw gar-

bage in the rivers.  The 

clogged rivers caused 

severe flooding in sev-

eral areas last year.  

Dumaguete East is al-

ready working on the 

James spoke about the 

water project in which 

we are partnering with 

the Dumaguete East Ro-

tary Club in Negros Ori-

ental, Philippines (host 

club). A friend of Jamesô 

who travels to the Philip-

pines made some con-

tacts & we were able to 

establish a relationship 

with Dumaguete East.  

There is a serious need 

for clean accessible wa-

ter in rural villages.  

Homes do not have run-

ning water and hand 

pumps, (some of which -

when working properly- 

might have to serve up to 

200 people) supply most 

villages.  Many of the 

current ones are broken 

& either donôt work or 

work poorly and people 

have to walk far & make 

numerous trips to haul 

water in buckets for daily 

use.  Rich Wolinsky who 

has seen this first hand 

talked about what that is 

like.  Imagine, in the 

U.S. we average 100 

gallons per person per 

day in water use! 

 

Rotary Club of Hilo Bay 

has allocated $600 (there 

were no matching funds 

from Foundation) toward 

replacing or refurbishing 

19 village pumps with 10 

to be completed by the 

end of February.  Cur-

rently the pumps can 

only be used by 1 -3 

families (average 5 peo-

ple per household).  

Philippines Water Project 

Meeting Place:  Hilo Yacht Club 

Time:  6:45 a.m., Wednesdays 

President:  Jay Curlee 

Newsletter Editor:  Jason Merk 
Web Page:  

http://www.hilobayrotary.org  
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ñLife is like a roll of toilet 

paper.  The closer you get to 

the end the faster it goesò. 

Inspiration  

Continued on page 4 

James Leonard talking 

about our water project 

in the Phillippines. 

mailto:jaycurlee@mac.com
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Raffle 

$50 KTA Gift 

Certificate  

From 

Doug 

Patterson  

Guests  
None 

Lorraine ShihðRotary Club of 

Hilo 

Craig ShikumaðRotary Club 

of Hilo  

Kaolyn LundkvistðRotary 

Club of Pahoa Sunset 

 

Visiting 
Rotarians  

Pledge led by: 

Steve Jacunski  

4-Way Test led by: 

Richard Crowe  make the climb an an-

nual fundraiser until Ro-

tary's challenge ends on 

30 June 2012. The target 

is to have the next 20 

participants each raise 

$50,000, for a combined 

total of $1 million. 

O'Sullivan described the 

last 1,000 feet of the 

ascent as "brutal," up a 

45-degree incline full of 

ice and snow, buffeted 

by winds that felt "just 

like a chainsaw cutting 

through you." 

"Climbing this mountain 

was extremely difficult. 

But it is nothing com-

pared with the difficul-

ties faced by a child af-

flicted with polio," says 

team member and 

Kelowna Rotarian 

Gordon Savage. He in-

vites Rotarians to learn 

more about the challenge 

and to assemble a team 

to climb a mountain 

closer to them as a fund-

raiser for polio. 

Contact the project or-

ganizers at peaksforpo-

lio@gmail.com, or go to 

www.peaksforpolio.com 

to learn more. 

Learn more about Ro-

tary's effort to eradicate 

polio: 

Read more about polio 

and what you can do 

to help. 

Watch a video about 

Rotary's progress in 

meeting the US$200 

Million Challenge 

By Dan Nixon   

Rotary International 

News -- 18 February 

2010  

"You breathe and you 

breathe and you breathe. 

And then you take a 

step." 

Thatôs how Finbar 

OôSullivan, a member of 

the Rotary Club of 

Kelowna, British Colum-

bia, Canada, describes 

climbing to the summit 

of 23,000-foot Mount 

Aconcagua in Argentina, 

the highest peak in the 

Western Hemisphere. "It 

was physically brutal -- 

probably one of the hard-

est things I think Iôve 

ever done." 

O'Sullivan, 56, was part 

of a team of seven climb-

ers from Kelowna, in-

cluding four Rotarians 

and a guide, who made 

the ascent in December, 

raising US$48,000 for 

Rotaryôs US$200 Million 

Challenge. The feat was 

part of the Kelowna 

clubôs Peaks for Polio 

project to raise aware-

ness of the disease and 

funds to help eradicate it. 

O'Sullivan came up with 

the idea for the project in 

2007, after attending a 

Rotary club meeting as a 

guest. ñThe talk was on 

the PolioPlus program, 

my first lesson on the 

work Rotary does," says 

O'Sullivan, who has 

vivid memories of polio's 

effects on children he 

knew as a boy in Eng-

land. "This was some-

thing I wanted to be part 

of. I wanted in." 

He joined the Kelowna 

club that year. In plan-

ning the project, the team 

decided on Laurie 

Skreslet as its guide. 

Skreslet had climbed 

Mount Aconcagua 27 

times and became the 

first Canadian to scale 

Mount Everest in 1982. 

The project's goal is to 

Rotarian Finbar 

O'Sullivan cele-

brates reaching 

the summit. 

Photos courtesy 

of Gordon Sav-

age  

mailto:peaksforpolio@gmail.com
mailto:peaksforpolio@gmail.com
http://www.peaksforpolio.com/
http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/Polio/FactsAboutPolio/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/091022_news_worldpoliodayvideo.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100218_news_peakspolio.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100218_news_peakspolio.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100218_news_peakspolio.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100218_news_peakspolio.aspx
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David Hurd  happy at how well 

the Dictionary Project went at 

Hilo Union 

Tom Withans was happy to be 

able to attend the open ceremony 

& a couple of events at the Winter 

Olympics. 

Pete Muller was Happy to be here 

& he and Jay announced that Karl 

Gutknecht of the Madison Wis-

consin Downtown Rotary (he re-

cently visited our club twice) had 

been to the Berlin International 

Club & had presented them with a 

flag from our club as well as his 

club.  He sent us a picture of their 

president receiving the flags. 

Happy Dollars 

Collected 

$15  

Clubs celebrate Rotary's 105th 

birthday  

standing and Peace Day: 

�xMembers of Rotary 

clubs in Nepal will be 

taking part in a peace 

rally in Biratnagar. 

�xThe Rotary Club of 

Scottsbluff/Gering, Ne-

braska, USA, is celebrat-

ing Rotary's 105th birth-

day by marking the 90th 

year since it received its 

club charter with a fund-

raiser to expand the local 

library. 

�xThe Rotary Club of 

Canton, Georgia, USA, 

holds its weekly meeting 

on Tuesdays and will be 

celebrating with a large 

cake, complete with big 

1, 0, and 5 candles. The 

club will also be donat-

ing $105 to PolioPlus. 

�xThe Rotary Club of 

Tumkur City, Karnataka, 

India, has conducted a 

free dental checkup for 

children at a Red Cross 

school for the deaf and 

mute. 

�xThe Rotary Club of 

Milledgeville, Georgia, 

USA, has invited Rotari-

ans, families, veterans, 

and community members 

to a large Peace Day 

celebration at the peace 

monument at the county 

courthouse. 

All 21 districts in Rotary 

International in Great 

Britain and Ireland will 

be taking part in a 

Thanks for Life Week to 

raise funds for End Polio 

Now. 

By Arnold R. Grahl    

Rotary International 

News -- 23 February 

2010  

From kicking a soccer 

ball in Cape Town, 

South Africa, to illumi-

nating prominent land-

marks with the End Polio 

Now message, Rotarians 

around the world are 

celebrating 23 February, 

the 105th anniversary of 

the first Rotary club 

meeting. 

On this day in 1905, Paul 

Harris, Gustavus Loehr, 

Hiram Shorey, and 

Silvester Schiele met to 

talk about their personal 

and professional experi-

ences. Harris then un-

folded his general plan 

for a club. Out of this 

simple beginning sprang 

the world's first interna-

tional service organiza-

tion, which has now 

grown to include more 

than 1.2 million mem-

bers in over 33,000 clubs 

in more than 200 coun-

tries and geographical 

areas. 

Rotary International 

helped celebrate the 

milestone by spelling out 

End Polio Now on the 

side of RI World Head-

quarters in Evanston, 

Illinois, USA, and by 

joining districts 6440 and 

6450 in plans to light up 

the Wrigley Building in 

downtown Chicago with 

the End Polio Now logo 

on the evening of 23 

February. The Rotary 

Club of Chicago is cele-

brating its own 105th 

anniversary immediately 

after the lighting. 

Other sites scheduled for 

illumination this week 

include the Pyramid of 

Khafre in Egypt; the 

Taipei Arena in Taiwan; 

the Cathedral of Santiago 

de Compostela in 

Galicia, Spain; the Old 

Port Captainôs Office on 

the V&A Waterfront in 

Cape Town, with world-

famous Table Mountain 

as the backdrop; the 

Obelisk of Buenos Aires, 

Argentina; the Lake 

Marathon Dam overlook-

ing the historic Marathon 

Memorial Battlefield in 

Greece; and  the Royal 

Palace at Caserta in Italy. 

In Cape Town, one of the 

host cities for the 2010 

World Cup, a Kick Polio 

Out of Africa awareness 

campaign will launch 

with the symbolic kick-

ing of a soccer ball 

signed by Archbishop 

Emeritus Desmond Tutu, 

who had polio as a child. 

The ball, which will be 

auctioned to the highest 

bidder, will then travel 

through 22 polio-affected 

countries en route to the 

RI Convention in Mon-

tréal, Québec, Canada, in 

June. 

In Puerto Rico, the 

House of Representatives 

has approved a measure 

setting aside the week of 

23 February to be cele-

brated as "the week of 

the Rotary movement." 

In addition, clubs have 

found a variety of crea-

tive ways to celebrate 

Rotary's birthday, also 

known as World Under- Continued on page 4 


