
accompaniment.  That 
contestant received 
thundering applause 
while Maggieôs classi-
cal concerto received 
an unenthusiastic 
yawn (not that bad).  
At that moment she 
realized that she had 
to get hip and groovy 
and began listening to 
music f rom the 
Beatles, Streisand, 
Weird Al Yankovic and 
others.  This radically 
reshaped and ex-
panded her apprecia-
tion for music. 

Maggie spoke about 
her life and her love for 
music.  She was the 
ninth of twelve children 
and her mother had a 
rule that every child 
had to take at least 
one year of piano les-
sons to determine 
whether they wanted 
to continue or stop.  
She loved it and con-
tinued to play.  In the 
third grade she was 
the church pianist and 
earned one dollar a 
mass.  Earnings for 
weddings and funerals 
were ten dollars each.  
She was fanatical and 

very competitive which 
helped her excel in 
music and made prac-
ticing six to eight hours 
a day enjoyable.  This 
is longer than many of 
us work in a week.  
She often competed 
against others who 
came from more privi-
leged families and had 
better training and re-
sources, but she still 
managed to excel. 

One life changing mo-
ment happened when 
she lost a talent con-
test to a girl who sang 
popular music with 
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Fortunately, he says, no 

Rotarians were directly 

affected by the typhoon, 

which caused the worst 

flooding Taiwan has 

seen in 50 years. 

Hsieh and the governors 

of districts 3460, 3470, 

3480, 3490, 3500, 3510, 

and 3520 have decided to 

put in place several relief 

initiatives: 

¶ Build a village of 

temporary shelters 

for those left home-

less by the storm 

¶ Help provide sup-

plies for educational 

institutions that were 

damaged 

¶ Locate and repair 

damaged pipelines, 

sewer lines, and 

water towers to help 

ensure that clean 

water is available 

¶ Provide volunteer 

medical profession-

als and supplies to 

assist injured vic-

tims 

By Ryan Hyland   

Rotary International 

News -- 18 August 2009  

Districts in Taiwan are 

coordinating relief ef-

forts after Typhoon 

Morakot triggered mas-

sive mudslides and 

flooding 7-9 August, 

killing an estimated 500 

people and causing 

US$1.5 billion in dam-

age. 

RI Director Jackson San-

Lien Hsieh, a member of 

the Rotary Club of 

Taipei Sunrise, has 

worked closely with the 

seven district governors 

in Taiwan to gather re-

sources to aid the hardest

-hit southern areas. 

"I believe the Rotarians 

in Taiwan will do what-

ever it takes to reach out 

and offer our assistance 

to help rebuild," says 

Hsieh. "We will care for 

those people and areas 

that have been most im-

pacted by this disaster." 

Cash contributions have 

started to come in from 

Rotarians worldwide, 

says Hsieh. 

Chin-Ho Liao, a member 

of the Rotary Club of 

San Gabriel, California, 

USA, donated $10,000 to 

support relief efforts. 

Originally from Taiwan, 

Liao felt the need to take 

action. 

"I wanted to help right 

away," he says. "As a 

Rotarian, my donation is 

a token of what Rotary is 

all about. Hopefully this 

encourages other clubs 

and districts to help out." 

Liao, whose club donated 

an additional $1,000, has 

been in contact with Dis-

trict 3510, which is lo-

cated in one of the most 

devastated areas, to coor-

dinate ways to best allo-

cate the funds.  

Taiwanese districts respond after 

deadly typhoon  
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An area in southern 

Taiwan affected by 

mudslides after Ty-
phoon Morakot. Photo 

courtesy of AP Photo/

Pool  

Gerry Hollins for Tribune 
Herald article on safety checks 
for mopeds.  

Richard Cunningham and his 
tennis buddies, article and pic 
in the Trib. From August 5th 

meeting 
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By Ryan Hyland   

Rotary International 

News -- 13 August 2009  

Emilio T. Yap became 

the first Filipino inducted 

into the Arch C. Klumph 

Society, which honors 

donors who give at least 

US$250,000 to The Ro-

tary Foundation, during a 

ceremony on 11 August. 

Ambassador Hilario G. 

Davide Jr., permanent 

representative of the 

Philippine mission to the 

United Nations, accepted 

the honor on behalf of 

his good friend at the RI 

World Headquarters in 

Evanston, Illinois, USA.  

A noted business 

leader and philanthro-

pist in the Philippines, 

Yap, a donor 

of $501,000 to the Foun-

dation, is the chair of the 

Manila Bulletin Publish-

ing Company, which 

produces two newspa-

pers and 10 leading 

weekly and monthly 

magazines. He is also 

chair of several boards, 

including those of the 

U.S. Automotive Com-

pany, Philtrust Realty 

Corporation, Philippine 

Trust Company, Manila 

Hotel Corporation, and 

Centro Escolar Univer-

sity. 

Yap is an honorary mem-

ber of the Rotary clubs 

of Manila and Manila 

San Miguel, Manila, and 

Marikina, Rizal. He sup-

ports the Foundation's 

Annual Programs 

Fund and Permanent 

Fund. 

In a statement read by 

Davide, Yap thanked the 

Foundation: "I am 

greatly honored to be 

part of an organization 

that is doing so much to 

make life better for 

countless millions of 

people around the world. 

Thank you so much for 

the honor of installing 

my name to the Arch C. 

Klumph Society, joining 

other donors worldwide 

who have steadfastly 

supported The Rotary 

Foundation." 

Yap has initiated several 

humanitarian activities 

aimed at promoting 

peace and political sta-

bility. He supports pro-

grams that contribute to 

economic progress and 

job growth in the Philip-

pines, including those 

that offer education and 

technical training to dis-

advantaged Filipinos and 

to disaster relief workers. 

He has received more 

than 350 awards and 

citations from govern-

ment, professional, and 

civic organizations, in-

cluding honors from 

Philippine presidents. 

Yap praised the Founda-

tion in his statement say-

ing "your educational 

programs, which bring 

young professionals to 

other parts of the world 

to help enrich their tech-

nical skills and cultural 

knowledge, and your 

humanitarian grants, 

Foundation honors Philippine 

business leader, philanthropist  
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"I am greatly honored 

to be part of an 

organization that is 

doing so much to 

make life better for 

countless millions of 

people around the 

world". 

Emilio T. Yap 

Rotary Images/Alyce Henson  

RI President-elect Ray Klingin-

smith, Ambassador Hilario G. 

Davide Jr. and his wife Vir-

ginia, and Foundation Trustee 

Vice Chair John F. Germ dur-

ing the Arch C. Klumph Soci-

ety induction ceremony 11 Au-

gust. Rotary Images/Alyce 

Henson  
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