
 

Todayôs presentation 

focused on the longer-

term benefits to our state, 

island and community 

that will result from this 

project, including jobs, 

support for education, 

and the creation of many 

new businesses that will 

be needed to support the 

telescopeôs operations 

and staff.  They antici-

pate that the EIS will be 

completed by the end of 

this year, and that con-

struction could begin in 

October 2011, with com-

pletion is 2018.  The 

telescope is projected to 

have a life of 50-years 

 

According to Sandra, 

once the TMT receives 

its permit to build, they 

will be providing $1 mil-

lion annually for educa-

tional initiatives on the 

island.  A community-

based group called 

THINK will help deter-

mine the best use for 

these funds. 

 

 

It was a return visit for 

Sandra Dawson, the en-

vironmental policy lead 

and TMT  project repre-

sentative in Hawaii.  

After successfully get-

ting the TMT project 

through the TMT board 

and various other ap-

provals, they are now 

moving forward toward 

their goal of securing a 

permit to build the 

worldôs largest telescope 

atop Mauna Kea.  (As 

clarification, she re-

minded everyone that 

this project will not be 

built on the top of the 

mountain, but rather in a 

lower area at the 13N 

site.) 

 

The TMT journey has 

been challenging, but 

with community support 

and a commitment by the 

project partners  (Cal-

Tech, University of Cali-

fornia, and Association 

of Canadian Universi-

ties), they are continuing 

to forge ahead with what 

will probably be one of 

the largest construction 

projects ever on the is-

land (at todayôs construc-

tion costs, itôs estimated 

at $1.2 billion). 

 

The decision by the TMT 

Board to try and build 

the telescope on Mauna 

Kea proved to be a major 

hurdle, as 4 other tele-

scopes planned for the 

future have selected 

Chile.  Sandra noted that 

there has been consider-

able input from the pub-

lic relative to their plans, 

but that they have re-

sponded to every single 

comment and will con-

tinue to do so as the pro-

ject moves along. 
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"The whole point [of the 

GSE] was to dissolve the 

perception of people in 

wheelchairs," Martin 

explains. "Just because 

weôre in wheelchairs 

doesnôt mean that we 

canôt do things that able-

bodied people can do." 

The idea for an all-

wheelchair GSE started 

two years ago when 

Charlie Tegarden, 2008-

09 governor of District 

5490, struck up a conver-

sation with Darol Ku-

bacz in an airport. The 

two were returning from 

Mexico where they had 

helped distribute wheel-

chairs to the needy as 

part of a Rotary project. 

Kubacz, a wheelchair 

user, was curious to learn 

more about Rotary, and 

Tegarden was happy to 

oblige. 

"Eventually, the conver-

sation turned to Group 

Study Exchange," Tegar-

By Jennifer Lee Atkin   

Rotary International 

News -- 4 September 

2009   

For 33-year-old Robb 

Martin, the 2009 Group 

Study Exchange between 

Rotary districts 5490 

(Arizona, USA) and 

9680 (New South Wales, 

Australia) offered more 

than the opportunity to 

compete in a sailboat 

race, summit a mountain, 

and meet with other law 

enforcement officers. 

It was also a once-in-a-

lifetime chance to par-

ticipate in Rotaryôs first-

ever all-wheelchair GSE. 

A former patrol officer 

from Prescott, Arizona, 

Martin became paralyzed 

from the chest down 

following a 2005 vehicle 

accident, but continues to 

work for the police de-

partment in the dispatch 

center. 

den recalls. "As I was 

talking about how great 

GSE was, I was thinking 

to myself that it was too 

bad that a person like 

[Kubacz] could not par-

ticipate. How could he 

possibly travel? é Then 

the obvious struck me -- 

he was sitting right there 

with me in the Mexico 

City airport! Why could-

nôt he participate in a 

GSE?" 

Determined to host an all

-wheelchair GSE, Tegar-

den found a partner in 

Tony Castley, 2008-09 

governor of District 

9680, whom he met at 

the 2007 RI Convention 

in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Past district governors 

Harold Sharp (9680) and 

Don Schiller (5490) co-

ordinated the exchange, 

and the idea became real-

ity. Kubacz, now a mem-

ber of the Rotary Club of 

Phoenix-West, served as 

the Arizona team leader. 

GSE breaks new ground  
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"Just because weõre in 

wheelchairs doesnõt 

mean that we canõt do 

things that able-bodied 

people can do." 

Guests  
Bryan LindseyðGuest of Carol 

Van Camp 

Stanley TogikawaðRotary Club of 

Ala Manoa. 

William JonesðRotary Club of 

Kona Mauka 

Saeko HayashiðRotray Club of 

Hilo 

Bobby Stivero-ApikiðRotary Club 

of Hilo  

Lorraine ShinðRotary Club of 

Hilo 

Dolly StarazarðRotary Club of 

Hilo 

Visiting 
Rotarians  

Rotary's first all-wheelchair 

GSE teams, from districts 9680 

(New South Wales, Australia) 

and 5490 (Arizona, USA), meet 

with New South Wales Gover-

nor Marie Bashir and her hus-

band, Sir Nicholas Shehadie 

(standing, center). At far left 

(standing) is Tony Castley, at 

far right, Harold Sharp. Photo 

by Mark Wallace  

http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090904_news_gse.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090904_news_gse.aspx
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http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090904_news_gse.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/Fellowship/GroupStudyExchange/Pages/ridefault.aspx
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volved with people with 

disabilities, the wheel-

chair GSE allowed me to 

become very involved on 

a day-to-day basis. It was 

only then that I realized 

that I was totally under-

estimating [disabled peo-

pleôs] abilities and desire 

to be judged on their 

results and not their ap-

pearances." 

In Arizona, "we've 

opened the door now to 

people with disabilities," 

says Schiller, a member 

of the Rotary Club of 

Prescott-Sunup and the 

district's GSE chair. "We 

might not do another all-

wheelchair GSE, but I 

can see disabled people 

participating in our next 

GSE, just like anyone 

Some Rotarians were 

initially a little uneasy 

about an all-wheelchair 

GSE because of a per-

ception that disabled 

people "are either sub-

normal or unable to live 

and travel independently 

and hold down full-time, 

worthwhile employ-

ment," says Sharp, a 

member of the Rotary 

Club of Crows Nest, 

New South Wales, and 

the GSEôs cochair. "As a 

result of the exchange, 

the attitude in our district 

has totally changed." 

Sharp, who is retired 

from a career in non-

profit management, 

counts himself in that 

group. "Though I have 

for many years been in-

else." 

As for Martin, he's con-

sidering joining the Pres-

cott-Sunup club. 

"As a police officer, I 

was able to serve the 

community, and that was 

very fulfilling to me," 

Martin says. "Now, I 

have found a way to fill 

that void and still get out 

there and help the com-

munity. 

"I'd like to be a team 

leader in a future GSE." 

Written for Reconnections 

Guardians Continued  

Hawaii schools is 

$2,000. 

During the month of 

Septmeber, Foodland, 

Sack N Save and West-

ern Union are donating  

20% of every contribu-

tion for the Hawaii Ro-

tary Youth Foundation.   

 

For more information 

about the Hawaii Rotary 

Youth Foundation: 

3536 Harding Ave, 

Honolulu, HI 96816 

Phone: (808) 735-1073 

E m a i l : 

hryf@hawaii.rr.com 

 

Stan Togikawa, Presi-

dent of the Hawaii Ro-

tary Youth Foundation 

(HRYF) visited our club 

to recognize members 

David DeLuz Jr., and 

T revo r  Ro d r igues .  

Trevor was presented 

with the MJ Sullivan 

Lifetime Achievement 

Award for his donations 

of more than $25,000 to 

HRYF.  David was rec-

ognized for his contribu-

tions exceeding $1,000.  

This year, scholarships 

totaling $49,000 were 

awarded to students from 

11 Big Island schools, 

most of them public.  

This past year our club 

sponsored Keiko Bost-

wich who graduation 

from St. Joseph High 

school.  Keiko was 

awarded a scholarship of 

$5,000. 

In 2009, 68 scholarships 

were awarded statewide 

totaling 323,000.  Since 

1976, 1,342 scholarships 

have been awarded state-

w i d e  t o t a l i n g  

$4,505,263.  Each year 2 

$10,000 scholarships are 

awarding and normal 

scholarships for students 

attending a mainland 

school is $5,000 and  

Hawaii Rotary Youth Foundation  

The YWCA recently held a 

ñremarkable folksò celebration 

whereby they honored 90 people 

in the community for their 

service, including our very own 

Sharon Scheele, Mary Begier, 

Barbara Hastings, Julie Hugo, and 

Barry Taniguchi. All were 

challenged to contribute $5 each 

for this great achievement. 

 

Cedric Mitsui was recognized for 

his recent photo in the Hawaii 

Tribune-Herald, whereby he was 

helping with a vision screening 

event in the community.  He was 

absent, so will be properly 

recognized in the future. 

 

Trevor Rodrigues was recognized 

for his veterinary center being 

selected as the best in East Hawaii 

based upon voting by Hawaii 

Tribune-Herald readers.  This was 

the 10th year in a row that this 

center has captured that honor.  

Congratulations, Trevor!  

Recognition  

ñThe most incomprehensible 

thing about the universe is that 

itôs incomprehensibleò  - Richard 

Crowe 

Inspiration 

ñDo the best with what you have 

where you are.ò ï Teddy Roose-

velt 

Quote for the 

Day 

http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/Alumni/ReconnectionsNewsletter/Pages/ridefault.aspx
mailto:hryf@hawaii.rr.com


internships and scholar-

ships to local students, 

partnerships with UHH, 

UH and the IFA, and the 

mentoring of local stu-

dents who can attain the 

knowledge and skills that 

will be needed in order to 

operate the telescope. 

 

Because this project will 

be developed on an is-

land in the middle of the 

Pacific, it will be neces-

sary that as many prod-

ucts and services needed 

can be obtained locally.  

Sandra predicts this will 

spawn the creation of 

several high tech busi-

nesses, as well as compa-

Among possible commu-

nity/mitigation benefits, 

she noted: 

 

*Improvements to the 

visitor center and other 

facilities at Hale Pohaku. 

 

*Establishment of a 

headquarters facility at 

UH-Hilo near Imiloa, 

plus the possibility of 

another office in 

Waimea. 

 

*Commitment to hire as 

many local workers ï 

both for construction and 

for operations.  That ef-

fort will begin immedi-

ately the awarding of 

nies that support their 

needs.  These could in-

clude instrument devel-

opment, routine mainte-

nance services for their 

mirrors and other equip-

ment, computers, and 

other machines.  The 

development of renew-

able energy sources will 

also be important. 

 

The bottom line is that 

the TMT will not only 

benefit our knowledge of 

the universe, but it will 

also significantly impact 

the economy and future 

of the Big Island and the 

people who live here. 

Gazing Continued  BIG ISLAND ROTARY CLUBS  
Rotary Club of Hilo  
Every Friday at noon 

Hilo Yacht Club 

Rotary Club of South Hilo  
Every Tuesday at noon 

Hilo Hawaiian Hotel 

Rotary Club of Volcano  
Every Thursday 6:45 am 

Volcano House 

Rotary Club of Pahoa Sunset  
Every Tuesday at 5:30 

Luquinôs Restaurant 

Rotary Club of North Hawaii  
Every Wednesday at noon 

Daniel Thiebautôs Restaurant 

Rotary Club of Kona Sunrise  
Every Wednesday at 6:45 am 

Tanteôs Restaurant 
Rotary Club of Kona  
Every Thursday at noon 

Royal Kona Resort 

Rotary Club of Kona Mauka  
Every Tuesday at noon 

Teshimaôs Restaurant, Honalo 

1) Is it the TRUTH? 
2) Is it FAIR to all  
concerned?  
3) Will it build 
GOOD WILL and 
better friendships?  
4) Will it be 
BENEFICIAL to all 
concerned? 

THE FOUR 

Our annual Octoberfest 

event is set for Wed., 

Sept. 30th.  Susan James 

is heading up the food 

preparation and will need 

help from other mem-

bers. 

 

Pete Muller was asked to 

model the new ñTommy 

Bahamaò-like Rotary 

shirt.  Proceeds from the 

sale of this shirt will go 

to Polio Plus.  Order 

forms were distributed 

on the tables. 

 

Mary Begier reminded 

members that donations 

for the fundraising auc-

tion that will be part of 

the Octoberfest celebra-

tion are now being 

sought.  The more contri-

Jay Curleeð Board 

meeting will be held on 

Friday, Sept. 11th. 

Members are urged to 

attend the Fall District 

Conference on Sept. 25-

27.  This year, itôs been 

changed to a ñforward 

lookingò event. 

 

Our club through inter-

national service will be 

able to make a difference 

in the lives of people 

living in a small village 

in Kenya through a water 

catchment tank construc-

tion project.  Weôre hop-

ing to partner with a Ro-

tary club in that area, and 

will need to raise about 

$3,000 to make this pro-

ject possible.  (Sounds 

like a club challenge!) 

 

butions we get, the more 

money will be raised.  

 

Gerry Hollins reminded 

Rotarians of the help that 

will needed for three 

upcoming Keiki Vision 

projects:  Oct. 12th at 

Waiakeawaena Elemen-

tary School; Oct. 26th at 

Hilo Union School; and 

Nov. 2nd at Waiakea Ele-

mentary School.  Please 

sign up.  

 

Saeko Hayashi, visiting 

from the Hilo Club, an-

nounced that their club 

will be meeting at Imiloa 

Astronomy Center for 

the month of September, 

and then at the Hilo Ha-

waiian Hotel for the 

month of October.  

Club Announcements  
None 

Birthdays  

Anniversaries  

None 

Club Anniversaries  

None 
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