
students learn how to 

teach as well. Carolina 

explained that hours of 

work in Argentina and 

Uruguay are typically 

9:00-12:30 and 17:00-

20:30, with a 4-hour si-

esta in the middle of the 

afternoon! She also de-

scribed the gastronomia 

(food and drink) of the 

area, including cortado 

(coffee with steamed 

milk in a 1:1 or 1:2 ra-

tio), and hot yerba mate 

(shared in a gourd, it is 

the national drink). She 

also mentioned that Ar-

gentina has many high-

quality, and yet economi-

cal varieties of vinos 

tinto y blanco (red and 

white wine). 

Wednesdayôs speaker 

(introduced by Art Tani-

guchi) was Carolina 

Lam, a 1998 Rotary Am-

bassadorial Scholar to 

Chile, who currently 

works as the Global Edu-

cation Director for UH 

Hilo. Carolina was a 

2009 Group Study Ex-

change (GSE) team 

member who traveled to 

Argentina and Uruguay 

between April 25 and 

May 27 of this year. The 

2009 GSE team con-

sisted of two members 

from Oóahu, two from 

Maui, and one from Ha-

waiói Island. They visited 

12 cities and stayed with 

11 host families during 

their five-week trip. 

Carolina showed us a 

video and recounted 

some of the more inter-

esting highlights and 

experiences of the visit. 

She donated several ban-

ners and a CD of musica 

folklorica to the club. 

She was impressed that 

higher education in these 

South American coun-

tries is entirely govern-

ment-funded and free for 

individuals. Students 

must decide their major 

before going to college; 

if they change their 

minds in mid-stream, 

they must start their stud-

ies over! Career-

shadowing is encour-

aged, and as their higher 

education is pursued, 
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100 alumni from all over 

the world to help us 

compile a list of the top 

reasons their peers 

should consider taking 

part in the 2010 Interna-

tional RYLA in Mon-

tréal, Québec, Canada . 

Here's what they came 

up with: 

¶ Make new friends 

from all over the 

world. 

¶ Get to know some of 

the most wonderful 

people you've ever 

met. 

By Arnold R. Grahl   

Rotary International 

News -- 22 September 

2009   

Meeting new friends. 

Learning about different 

cultures. Building your 

leadership skills. Taking 

part in a life-changing 

experience. 

Sound like fun? Then 

you'd be in good com-

pany among the partici-

pants of the 2009 Inter-

national RYLA in 

Rugby, England. 

We asked this group of 

¶ Learn about differ-

ent cultures and 

countries. 

¶ Wake up, stay 

awake, and serve 

others. "Thanks to 

this short but inten-

sive meeting, you'll 

get the willingness 

to move, to do 

something with your 

life," says Maria 

Tönjes, from District 

1850 (Germany). 

¶ Be challenged in 

new ways. 

¶ Build on skills de-

veloped at district 

RYLA events. 

Top 10 reasons for attending 

International RYLA  
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"You'll get a chance 

to listen to very well-

investigated and -

researched lectures, 

and the speakers are 

excellent!" 

Guests  

Sandra Wagner-Wrightð

Guest of Richard Crowe 

 

Chris TammðRotary Club of 

Hilo 

Lorraine ShinðRotary Club of 

Hilo 

Sneha Soodï Rotary Club of 

South Hilo 

Visiting 
Rotarians  

Continued on page 4 

 

A participant in the 2009 Interna-

tional RYLA in Rugby, England, 

navigates one of several team 

building exercises. Rotary Im-

ages/Alyce Henson  

Tim Mason and Karin Sköld be-

came Facebook friends, then lead 

their clubs to form a twin relation-

ship. Facebook has made his Ro-

tary experience more interna-

tional, says Mason. Photo cour-

tesy Karin Sköld  

http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Events/Convention/Pages/Preconregistration.aspx#2
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Events/Convention/Pages/Preconregistration.aspx#2
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Events/Convention/Pages/Preconregistration.aspx#2
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090921_news_ryla.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090921_news_ryla.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090921_news_ryla.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090921_news_ryla.aspx
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twin club, both Mason 

and Sköld have con-

nected with many other 

Rotarians around the 

world through Facebook. 

Mason says the site holds 

vast opportunities for 

Rotarians to broaden 

their horizons. 

"We now live in a global 

wor ld , "  he  says. 

"Sometimes you can get 

stuck in your own rut. 

Facebook really opens 

things up. 

"It's given me a chance 

to meet lots of Rotarians 

in other countries and 

learn what they are do-

ing, and that makes Ro-

tary so much more excit-

ing to me," he adds. 

"Social networking is 

real power, and it's im-

portant to use it in the 

right way," says Sköld. 

"It's fantastic to have a 

twin club and friends in 

Swindon. And it's fantas-

tic to have friends in 

Argentina, Brazil, India, 

Egypt, Italy, and all over 

the world." 

Mason says he encour-

ages his contacts to be-

come fans of Rotary on 

RI's official Facebook 

page. 

Learn more about RI's 

official social network-

ing groups. 

By Arnold R. Grahl   

Rotary International 

News -- 24 September 

2009   

Two Rotary clubs, in 

England and Sweden, 

have discovered the 

power of social network-

ing to transform their 

Rotary experience. 

Tim Mason, secretary of 

the Rotary Club of Swin-

don, Wiltshire, England, 

turned to Facebook for 

international fellowship. 

Limited by time and fi-

nances from traveling as 

much as he would like, 

he was encouraged by 

the prospect of making 

new friends in other 

countries and learning 

about their cultures. 

Mason became Facebook 

friends with Karin Sköld, 

secretary of the Rotary 

Club of Degerfors, Swe-

den, whose club had dis-

cussed using the social 

network to reach young 

people and make new 

contacts. 

"Some of our Rotarians 

were very suspicious 

about it at first," recalls 

Sköld. "Then one day I 

got a friend request from 

Tim Mason, and I felt 

very happy. Now the big 

adventure started: to get 

friends all over the 

world." 

Mason's club had a twin 

club in the Netherlands 

more than a decade ear-

lier, so he proposed the 

idea of forging a twin 

relationship between the 

Swindon and Degerfors 

clubs. The leaders of 

both clubs enthusiasti-

cally embraced the idea. 

"Having a twin club en-

courages us to meet to-

gether and get to know 

each other," explains 

Mason. "It's more in-

volved than just partner-

ing together on a project. 

We want to build an on-

going relationship -- get 

to know each other's 

cultures, how Rotary 

works for them." 

Mason and two other 

members of his club vis-

ited the Degerfors club in 

August, and members of 

the Swindon club plan to 

attend the District 2340 

Conference in Novem-

ber. Sköld says members 

of her club hope to visit 

Swindon next year. 

The two clubs are also in 

the early stages of plan-

ning a Rotary Youth 

Exchange for soccer 

players (Degerfors is 

known for the sport and 

has a soccer museum), 

and they hope to partner 

on environmental pro-

jects as well as efforts to 

promote Rotary's cam-

paign to eradicate polio. 

In addition to finding a 

Social networking expands Rotary 

horizons  

If you want to make footprints in 

the sand, donôt drag your feet. ï 

L. Sheppard  

Inspiration 

"It's given me a 

chance to meet lots of 

Rotarians in other 

countries and learn 

what they are doing, 

and tha t  makes 

Rotary so much more 

exciting to me," 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-International/7268844551
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-International/7268844551
http://www.rotary.org/en/mediaandnews/multimedia/social_networking/Pages/ridefault.aspx
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