
looking for members, 

look for good Rotarians 

and gender is no longer a 

factor.ò  This historic 

court ruling was just a 

short twenty years ago!  

ñYouôve come a long 

way baby!ò 

Watch it again here: 

http://www.rotary.org/

e n / M e d i a A nd N e ws /

M u l t i m e d i a /

RVMVideoMagazine/

P a g e s / 0 4- 3 . 1 -

women.aspx 

Video showed the his-

tory of  women becom-

ing eligible for Rotary 

membership.  Rotary 

began as a menôs organi-

zation in 1905.  A law-

suit brought by a group 

of women who had 

sought to form a Rotary 

club in California was 

heard by the Supreme 

Court in 1989.  On May 

4, 1989, the court ruling 

required states to admit 

women into Rotary.  

Since the international 

headquarters of Rotary 

was in the United States, 

the movement to admit 

women into Rotary in 

other nations also  began.  

At the 1989 Council on 

Legislation a vote was 

held to change Rotaryôs 

constitution to open Ro-

tary in any country 

where the law require it.  

The motion was passed 

with 328 for and 177 

against.   Charles C Kel-

ler, the Rotary Interna-

tional President 1987-88, 

visted many clubs to talk 

about the concerns of 

this decision.  He told 

them ñWhen you are 
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The third new Rotarian 

for the Rotary club of 

Hilo bay was inducted.   

Bryan Lindsey was spon-

sor by Carol Van Camp.  

Please make him feel 

welcome to the Rotary 

family. 

Bryan Lindsey Inducted  
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mar Jr. put the first drops 

of vaccine into a child's 

mouth, ceremonially 

launching the Philippine 

poliomyelitis immuniza-

tion effort, Rotary's first 

Health, Hunger and Hu-

manity (3-H) Grant pro-

ject was underway. 

Hundreds of Philippine 

Rotarians and commu-

nity members were on 

hand as Enrique M. Gar-

cia, the country's minis-

ter of health, joined with 

Bomar to sign the con-

tract committing Rotary 

International and the 

government of the Phil-

By Arnold R. Grahl   

Rotary International 

News ï 29 September 

2009   

On a sunny afternoon in 

September 1979, Rotari-

ans and delegates of the 

Philippine Ministry of 

Health looked on as vol-

unteers administered 

drops of the lifesaving 

Sabin polio vaccine to 

about 100 children in the 

Manila barrio of Guada-

lupe Viejo. 

The date was 29 Septem-

ber, and when then-RI 

President James L. Bo-

ippines to the joint five-

year effort to immunize 

about six million chil-

dren against polio in a 

US$760,000 immuniza-

tion drive. 

The success of the pro-

ject ultimately led to the 

Global Polio Eradication 

Initiative, of which Ro-

tary is a spearheading 

partner, created in 1988 

by a unanimous vote of 

the World Health As-

sembly. It also set the 

stage for Rotary's signa-

ture campaign to rid the 

world of polio. 

Thirty years ago today  
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"When Rotary began 

its eradication work, 

polio infected more 

t h a n  3 5 0 , 0 0 0 

children annually. In 

2008, fewer than 

2,000 cases were 

reported worldwide.ó 

Guests  

Sandra Wagner-Wrightð

Guest of Richard Crowe 

 

Karolyn Lundkvist ðRotary 

Club of Pahoa 

William Jones ï Rotary Club 

ofVolcano 

Lorraine ShinðRotary Club of 

Hilo 

Stan Fortuna ï Rotary Club of 

Hilo 

Marsha Sakai ðRotary Club 

of Hilo 

Craig ShikumaðRotary Club 

of Hilo 

Ron DolanðRotary Club of 

Hilo  

  

Visiting 
Rotarians  

Continued on page 4 

Chuck Frazier, general coordinator of 

the Youth Services Resource Group. 

Rotary Images  

James L. Bomar, 1979-80 RI Presi-

dent, administers the first drops of vac-

cine to a Philippine child 29 September, 

1979, launching the Philippine polio-

myelitis immunization effort which set 

the stage for Rotary's efforts to end 

polio. Rotary Images  

http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090929_news_30yearsago.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090929_news_30yearsago.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090929_news_30yearsago.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090929_news_30yearsago.aspx
http://www.polioeradication.org/
http://www.polioeradication.org/

