
This Vision program also 

includes other students in 

the Home Interiors and 

Architecture classes. 

Students interested in 

other trades such as land-

scape design are also 

incorporated into this 

program. Each semester, 

students with the top 

landscape design plans 

are rewarded with a ban-

quet and the winning 

design is selected for the 

Vision house. 

Students in this Vision 

project learn not only 

skills from a young age 

but also how to earn 

money as well. They 

have a better understand-

ing of how things come 

together. Students start 

out slow with little confi-

dence. But through the 

process, they come to 

learn a lot about them-

selves and gain knowl-

edge of building a home. 

The dedication and team-

work provided by Hart-

Guest speaker cancelled. 

In lieu of that, a short 

video “From the Ground 

Up” was shown from the 

Rotarian Video Maga-

zine (RVM) site.  This 

video features the Rotary 

Vision Project that was 

developed by the Hart-

ford Rotary Club in col-

laboration with the local 

high school. 

 Hartford Rotary Club is 

located in the town of 

Hartford, Wisconsin, 

with a population of 

12,732 where there are 

more blue collar workers 

than white collar work-

ers.  Hartford is a com-

munity that values com-

prehensive high school 

learning for all students, 

but some cannot or do 

not attend high school.  

The Rotary Vision Pro-

ject was conceived by 

the Club’s incoming 

president in 1992 to raise 

funds to support Hartford 

High School scholar-

ships.  The Club met 

with the carpentry 

teacher and took the 

class outside of the class-

room to teach students 

how to build a whole 

house from the ground 

up. 

The Club funds the entire 

project, is in charge of 

getting sub-contractors, 

securing the lot, and 

overseeing the project.  

This project appeals to 

students who like to use 

their hands to solve prob-

lems and work with oth-

ers and at the end of the 

year, see a home they’ve 

built together. Students 

who sign up for this pro-

gram take 2 classes a day 

under the direction of the 

carpentry teacher. Rotary 

buys the lumber. Stu-

dents start on the job site, 

work on the floor system 

first, then onto the walls 

and roof system to put up 

the trusses and go from 

there. 

From the Ground Up 
Meeting Place:  Hilo Yacht Club 

Time:  6:45 a.m., Wednesdays 

President:  Jay Curlee 

Newsletter Editor:  Jason Merk 
Web Page:  

http://www.hilobayrotary.org  
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Trevor Rodrigues  

Upcoming Meeting 

Yu Yok Pearring 

Reporter 

Continued on Page 4 
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Investing less than US$2 a week 

through the Foundation changes 

lives  
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The Bitone Center for 

Disadvantaged Children , 

located in Kampala, 

Uganda, is home to two 

dozen children ages 8-

18. Many are orphans; 

others have lost their 

homes or been estranged 

from their families by 

disease, war, or eco-

nomic hardship. The 

Rotary clubs of Kampala

-East and Traverse Bay 

Sunrise, Michigan, USA, 

are providing support 

with help from a Rotary 

Foundation Matching 

Grant. 

By connecting children 

to traditional Ugandan 

dance, music, and thea-

ter, as well as providing 

shelter, food, and educa-

tion, the center strives to 

give them new hope and 

self-esteem. 

Read more , and see 

some of the children 

perform a traditional 

Ugandan dance. 

Without water, 

there is no life 

In many parts of the 

world, people lack access 

to clean water, leading to 

disease and death. More 

than 3.5 million people 

die from water-related 

diseases each year, and 

more than 40 percent of 

those deaths are due to 

diarrhea, which UNICEF 

By Antoinette Tuscano   

Rotary International 

News -- 10 November 

2009  

Worldwide, Rotary 

Foundation Matching 

Grants are saving and 

changing lives. Since the 

first Matching 

Grant  was awarded in 

1965, more than US$335 

million has been distrib-

uted through more than 

30,000 grants. 

This is a tremendous 

achievement for Rotari-

ans, who have made 

these grants possible 

through their generous 

donations to the Annual 

Programs Fund , and 

dedicated their time and 

talent to help carry out 

projects that put Service 

Above Self. 

By giving $100  a year -- 

less than $2 a week -- to 

the Annual Programs 

Fund through the Every 

Rotarian, Every 

Year  (EREY) initiative, 

Rotarians become part of 

the Foundation's mission 

to advance world under-

standing, goodwill, and 

peace through the im-

provement of health, the 

support of education, and 

the alleviation of pov-

erty. 

Here are just a few of the 

projects made possible 

through Matching 

Grants. 

Repairing cleft 

palates 

Australian, Dutch, and 

Indonesian Rotarians 

have helped repair cleft 

lips and palates for more 

than 2,000 children. One 

of the most common 

birth defects, clefts can 

interfere with eating, 

speaking, and breathing. 

Thalca Hamid, an ortho-

dontist from the Rotary 

Club of Surabaya Cen-

tral, Surabaya, Indonesia, 

and two other club mem-

bers began the project in 

2001, arranging patient 

transportation, educating 

parents about postopera-

tive care, and providing 

children with books and 

toys. Rotarians also re-

cruited local villagers to 

talk to rural families 

about the benefits of the 

surgery.  

"The children and their 

families have unbeliev-

able pressure and stress 

because many feel that 

such defects are a curse," 

Hamid says. "Previously, 

few in our community 

realized how compli-

cated this defect is." 

Read more . 

New hope and 

self-esteem 

"The children and 

their families have 

unbelievable pressure 

and stress because 

many feel that such 

defects are a curse,"  

Guests  
None 

Rand Munoo—Rotary Club of 

Hilo 

Lorraine Shin—Rotary Club of 

Hilo 

Dirk Yoshina—Rotary Club of 

Hilo 

Visiting 
Rotarians  

Continued on Page 4 
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have a lot of family com-

mitments. 

How do you make your 

club more family 

friendly? 

Past problems and your 

solutions: 

No press for club pro-

jects 

Club secretary wants to 

resign 

 

You can continue this 

discussion here: 

 

http://www.rotary.org/

en/MediaAndNews/

News/

Pages/091103_news_you

rvoice.aspx 

Rotary International 

News -- 3 November 

2009   

W elcome to Rotary In-

ternational's problem-

solving forum. Each 

month, Rotarians are 

asked for their ideas and 

strategies to address 

challenges they deal with 

every day. 

Provide your input to 

help create a Rotary 

knowledge base of best 

practices and new ideas 

that will help Rotarians 

around the world im-

prove their clubs and 

their service to the com-

munity. 

Please use the comments 

section to share your 

solution to the problem 

described below. Return 

to this page before the 

end of the month to read 

solutions from your fel-

low Rotarians. Com-

ments may be used in 

abbreviated form in other 

RI publications, includ-

ing the Rotary E-

Learning Center . 

Problem: Club 

doesn't accom-

modate family 

obligations 

A few prospective mem-

bers are hesitant to join 

your club because they 

Your Voice, Your Solution for 

creating a family -friendly club  

A child bathes in Río Bajabonico in 

La Grúa, Dominican Republic. Rotary 

club members have helped install 

19,000 bio-sand filters, which make 

water safe to drink, through the Rotar-

ian-led Children's Safe Water Alli-

ance. Rotary Images/Alyce Henson  

Does your club accommodate members' 

family commitments? Rotary Images  

Tomorrow is the most impor-

tant thing in life.  It comes to 

us at midnight very clean.  It’s 

perfect when it arrives and it 

puts itself in our hands.  It 

hopes we learned something 

from yesterday. 

Inspiration 

“It is a matter of giving more 

to this world than you take 

from it, so when you die, you 

don’t owe anything. 

Gordon Parks 

Quote for the 

day 
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BIG ISLAND ROTARY CLUBS  
Rotary Club of Hilo  
Every Friday at noon 

Hilo Yacht Club 

Rotary Club of South Hilo  
Every Tuesday at noon 

Hilo Hawaiian Hotel 

Rotary Club of Volcano  
Every Thursday 6:45 am 

Volcano House 

Rotary Club of Pahoa Sunset  
Every Tuesday at 5:30 

Luquin’s Restaurant 

Rotary Club of North Hawaii  
Every Wednesday at noon 

Daniel Thiebaut’s Restaurant 

Rotary Club of Kona Sunrise  
Every Wednesday at 6:45 am 

Tante’s Restaurant 
Rotary Club of Kona  
Every Thursday at noon 

Royal Kona Resort 

Rotary Club of Kona Mauka  
Every Tuesday at noon 

Teshima’s Restaurant, Honalo 

1) Is it the TRUTH? 
2) Is it FAIR to all  
concerned?  
3) Will it build 
GOOD WILL and 
better friendships?  
4) Will it be 
BENEFICIAL to all 
concerned? 

THE FOUR 
WAY TEST  

Elementary on Monday, 

November 2nd, at 7:45 

a.m.. 

Gerry Hollins informed 

us that the next Keiki 

Vision screening will 

take place at Waiakea 

Light up the Life Event 

at Prince Kuhio Plaza on 

November 26th. 

Club Announcements  
None 

Birthdays  

Club Anniversaries  

Yu Yok Pearing—11 years 

Tim Young—12 years 

Rotary Club continues to 

collaborate with the high 

school and local busi-

nesses to ensure that fu-

ture students will have 

the same opportunities as 

today’s participants. 

Watch it again here: 

ford Rotary Club exem-

plify the principles of 

Rotary.  This Vision pro-

gram is in its 18th year. 

Proceeds from sale of 

each Vision home go 

toward student scholar-

ships and purchase land 

for the following year’s 

project. The Hartford 

http://www.rotary.org/
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Ground Continued  

Anniversaries  

None 

For seven years, more 

than 200 clubs in 18 dis-

tricts in Canada, the Do-

minican Republic, the 

United States, and other 

Caribbean countries have 

supported the effort, as 

has the Foundation, with 

30 Matching Grants. 

Read more, and see a 

photo gallery of 

families helped by 

bio-sand filters . 

Read how the Rotary 

Club of Carpinteria 

Morning, California, 

USA, brings safe water 

lists as the second-

leading childhood killer. 

Polio  also spreads 

through contaminated 

water. 

Rotary club members 

have helped install 

19,000 bio-sand filters, 

which make water safe to 

drink, through the Rotar-

ian-led Children's Safe 

Water Alliance in the 

Dominican Republic. 

They've reached an esti-

mated 100,000 people in 

300 communities. 

to communities in Mex-

ico and Malawi . 

We believe every Rotar-

ian has a story about 

EREY. Why do you give 

through Every Rotarian, 

Every Year? Send your 

story to 

my.erey.story@rotary.or

g , and it might be cho-

sen to appear in the next 

EREY ad in The Rotar-

ian . 

Your contributions to 

Every Rotarian, Every 

Foundation  Continued  
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