
jects has been to support 

the Intensive English 

program at HCC by read-

ing and interacting with 

their students.  The other 

has been to contribute to 

the UHH International 

Student Night. 

 

*We have also targeted 

―water‖ projects in other 

countries.  We have been 

working with a Honolulu 

Rotary club on a water 

project in Rwanda.  We 

are also pursuing a long-

term relationship with a 

club in the Philippines to 

repair 6 to 8 water 

pumps. 

 

 

 

Rotary Foundation – 

Pete Muller 
 

*A special Rotary Foun-

dation meeting is 

planned for Jan. 27th. 

 

Program Chair – 

Steve Jacunski 
 

*Additional help is 

needed for recruiting 

speakers for March, 

April and May. 

Past President Alan Oki-

naka ran today’s meeting 

in the absence of Presi-

dent Jay Curlee.  Jay 

remained enroute from 

the East Coast after his 

flights were delayed due 

to bad weather. 

 

Preston Barnes led us in 

the Pledge, and Jason 

Merk offered some in-

spiring words.  Our only 

guest was Doug Brown, 

a prospective new Hilo 

Bay Rotarian. 

 

Alan asked our service 

and other chairs to give 

the club an update on 

their activities over the 

first half of this Rotary 

year and what might be 

planned for the future: 

 

Community Service 

– Gerry Hollins 
 

*We have received two 

District Simplified 

Grants, and one was used 

for a service project with 

the Boys & Girls Club of 

Hilo, and the other for 

the Hawaii Island Home 

for Recovery. 

*We conducted keiki 

vision screenings at sev-

eral area schools. 

 

*We helped Hospice of 

Hilo with their Light Up 

a Life holiday fundraiser. 

 

*The Operation Aloha 

program to send holiday 

packages to our Marines 

serving in Afghanistan 

brought several clubs 

and Rotarians together to 

overcome various hur-

dles to get the packages 

delivered. 

 

Gerry thanks club mem-

bers for their strong par-

ticipation in our commu-

nity service projects, and 

noted the following fu-

ture projects: 

 

*Weinberg Project to 

support Habitat for Hu-

manity will be held in 

February. 

 

*A project to benefit the 

Food Basket is in the 

planning stages. 

 

International Service 

– Sandy Sakaguchi 
 

*We have undertaken 

projects to help our inter-

national students who are 

attending UHH and 

HCC.  One of these pro-

Annual Meeting 

Meeting Place:  Hilo Yacht Club 

Time:  6:45 a.m., Wednesdays 

President:  Jay Curlee 

Newsletter Editor:  Jason Merk 
Web Page:  

http://www.hilobayrotary.org  
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Annual Meeting 

Upcoming Meeting 

Carol VanCamp  

Reporter 

The betterment of the world 

can be accomplished through 

pure and goodly deeds, 

through commendable and 

seemly conduct.  

-Baha’u’llah 

Inspiration  
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Reopening the door to learning in 

Indonesia  
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Raffle 

Gift Basket 

from Big 

Island Candies 

from Jason 

Merk  

Guests  
Doug Brown—Guest of Gerry 

Hollins 

none 

Visiting 
Rotarians  

Pledge led by: 

Preston Barnes  

4-Way Test led by: 

Richard 

Cunningham 
With the help of Komu-

nitas Tikar Pandan, the 

project equipped libraries 

in three villages with 

books, bookshelves, 

desks, and chairs. In 

July, two Rotarians and 

two alumni visited the 

project site. 

―The villages went 

through a great deal of 

hardship during the con-

flicts,‖ says Maho Sato, a 

1994-95 Ambassadorial 

Scholar to England. 

―Children in all three 

villages were severely 

traumatized. [The librar-

ies] will function as 

spaces for the develop-

ment of the villages and 

the children’s growth.‖ 

See related stories: 

German Rotary clubs 

help Sri Lanka re-

cover 

Rotary projects continue 

to contribute to long-

term recovery in South 

Asia 

Reclaiming schools in 

Sri Lanka 

Get more of the Schools 

Reawaken project in the 

latest RVM: The Rotar-

ian Video Magazine, 

Volume 5, Issue 1 

By Dan Nixon   

Rotary International 

News -- 23 December 

2009   

Natural disaster and civil 

conflict have made re-

ceiving an education all 

but impossible for chil-

dren living in Indone-

sia’s Aceh Province. 

The tsunami that struck 

in 2004 claimed more 

than 200,000 lives in 

South Asia. And al-

though the central gov-

ernment and a separatist 

movement signed a 

peace accord in 2005 

after 30 years of fighting, 

facilities for learning in 

Aceh have been slow to 

materialize. 

The plight of the prov-

ince’s children moved 

The Rotary Foundation 

Alumni Association of 

District 2780 (Japan). 

The alumni decided to 

help establish children’s 

libraries in Aceh after 

considering a query from 

the Indonesian nongov-

ernmental organization 

Komunitas Tikar Pan-

dan. 

The group funded the 

effort by holding the 

Aceh Charity Concert in 

Zushi, Japan, in March, 

raising about US$16,000. 

―Starting from the dis-

trict conference in Octo-

ber [2008], we were able 

to go to [Rotary] inter-

city meetings, New 

Year’s parties, and club 

meetings to pitch our 

sales,‖ says association 

president Jun Takahashi, 

a 1993-94 Ambassado-

rial Scholar to the United 

States. ―In addition to 

selling tickets, we re-

ceived many suggestions 

and kind words from 

Rotarians who encour-

aged us to move for-

ward.‖ 

The concert, themed 

―Children, Dreams, and 

Hope,‖ featured perform-

ances by four former 

Rotary Scholars who had 

studied in Italy: sopranos 

Rosa Watanabe (2000-

01) and Masako Wata-

nabe (2001-02), pianist 

Yuko Takahashi (1992-

93), and vocalist Kosuke 

Tsuji (1997-98), who led 

a VisMelodica (a mix of 

early European, jazz, and 

ethnic music) that he had 

composed. It was spon-

sored by the District 

2780 Rotary Foundation 

Committee; Rotary Club 

of Zushi, Kanagawa; 

Zushi Board of Educa-

tion; Indonesian Em-

bassy; Japan Foundation; 

and many other Rotari-

ans and alumni. 

Death is not a big dealéit is 

dying that sucks. 

Words to live by  

http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/091222_news_babyhospital.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/091222_news_babyhospital.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/091222_news_babyhospital.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/091221_news_tsunami.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/091221_news_tsunami.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/091221_news_tsunami.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/091221_news_tsunami.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/TheRotarian/Pages/Srilanka0909.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/TheRotarian/Pages/Srilanka0909.aspx
http://shop.rotary.org/catalog/product_info.php?cPath=24_28&products_id=513
http://shop.rotary.org/catalog/product_info.php?cPath=24_28&products_id=513
http://shop.rotary.org/catalog/product_info.php?cPath=24_28&products_id=513
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/091223_news_aceh.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/091223_news_aceh.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/091223_news_aceh.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/091223_news_aceh.aspx
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*James Leonard gave $5 in recog-

nition of David Hurd’s leadership 

with the Operation Aloha program 

and other Rotarians who helped.  

That donation was matched by 

Jason Merk, and Alan Okinaka. 

 

*Alan Okinaka gave another $5 

for having the chance to play with 

his grandchildren over the holi-

days. 

 

*Preston Barnes gave $10 for hav-

ing his son and rest of the family 

home for Christmas.  He was also 

thankful for today’s announce-

ment by the DeLuz family that 

they are donating some of their 

ranch lands to the Nature Conser-

vatory. 

 

*Barbara Hastings gave $5 (and 

Mary Begier added another $1) for 

having the chance to spend Christ-

mas with her first grandchild. 

 

*David Hurd gave $5 for having 

his family here for Christmas. 

Happy Dollars 

Collected 

$41  

Nominating Committee Report 

for 2010-2011 

 Rotary Club of Hilo Bay 

Nov. 18, 2009 

 
 

OFFICERS 

 

President                    Sharon Scheele 

Vice President            Jay Curlee 

President-Elect           James Leonard 

Secretary                    Jon Miyata 

Treasurer                    Doug Patterson 

Sgt. at Arms               Sandra Wagner-Wright 

 

DIRECTORS: 

 

Club Service              Gerry Hollins 

Community Service   David Hurd 

International Service  Sandra Sakaguchi 

Vocational Service     Klaus Hodapp 

 

 

COMMITTEES & CHAIRS: (appointments by President w/approval of Board) 

 

Attendance                 Kyle Kawano 

Foundation                 Pete Muller 

Fundraising                Mary Begier 

Grantwriting               Paula Uusitalo 

HRYF                         Richard Cunningham 

Membership               Alan Okinaka and Carol VanCamp, Co-Chairs 

New Generations       Mike Gleason 

Newsletter                  Jason Merk 

Program                     Dale Tokuuke 

Public Relations 

    & Website              Richard Crowe 

 

 

 

Submitted by:  Nominating Committee 

                        Carol VanCamp, Chair 

                        Frank Annin, Member 

                        Pat Gorman, Member 



BIG ISLAND ROTARY CLUBS  
Rotary Club of Hilo  
Every Friday at noon 

Hilo Hawaiian Hotel 

Rotary Club of South Hilo  
Every Tuesday at noon 

Hilo Hawaiian Hotel 

Rotary Club of Volcano  
Every Thursday 6:45 am 

Volcano House 

Rotary Club of Pahoa Sunset  
Every Tuesday at 5:30 

Luquin’s Restaurant 

Rotary Club of North Hawaii  
Every Wednesday at noon 

Daniel Thiebaut’s Restaurant 

Rotary Club of Kona Sunrise  
Every Wednesday at 6:45 am 

Tante’s Restaurant 
Rotary Club of Kona  
Every Thursday at noon 

Royal Kona Resort 

Rotary Club of Kona Mauka  
Every Tuesday at noon 

Teshima’s Restaurant, Honalo 

1) Is it the TRUTH? 
2) Is it FAIR to all  
concerned?  
3) Will it build 
GOOD WILL and 
better friendships?  
4) Will it be 
BENEFICIAL to all 
concerned? 

THE FOUR 
WAY TEST  

Kyle Kawano-12/28, Pete 

Muller-12/5,  Dale Tokuuke 

(12-27), Suzanne Robotham-

12/16 and Paul Strauss-12/27  

Birthdays  

Club Anniversaries  

None 

Anniversaries  
Howard & Carolyn Ainsley-12/20 

tendance at regular meet-

ings for at least 30 min-

utes to receive atten-

dance credit. A change 

would also allow the 

board to give considera-

tion to members experi-

encing hardship (with 

written request), and 

another change would 

alter our audit require-

ments. In addition, mem-

bers will be required to 

attend at least 50% of 

club meetings during 

each half of the year.  A 

motion was made and 

seconded to approve the 

changes. 

 

Carol VanCamp, chair of 

the Nominating Commit-

tee for 2010-2011 for 

officers and directors, 

read the slate, and a mo-

tion was made and 

unanimously approved to 

accept that slate. (See 

Page 3) 

 

Bettye Williams re-

quested a motion to 

amend our club bylaws.  

She noted that the major 

changes include increas-

ing the number of voting 

board members from 10 

to 20 at board meetings, 

and a requirement that 

members must be in at-

Mary Begier proposed an 

amendment making the 

change on the board 

member increase contin-

gent upon verifying with 

our insurance company 

that our Directors & Of-

ficers liability insurance 

would not be increased.  

This was seconded, and 

the revised motion was 

approved, with three 

―no’s‖ – Pete Muller, 

Steve Jacunski and Mary 

Begier.  (Alan Okinaka 

subsequently verified 

that our insurance will 

not be increased with the 

voting board member 

change. 

Club Business  

*David Hurd (Japanese) 

– He considers joining 

Rotary to be the best 

thing that happened to 

him in 2009 and that has 

allowed him to meet so 

many nice people and 

also help others.  For 

2010, he’s looking for-

ward to even more in-

volvement in Rotary. 

 

*Allen Novak (German) 

– He said that 2009 was 

a difficult year for him, 

but that he’s looking 

Alan Okinka selected 

various members to give 

a holiday greeting in 

another language and 

also reflect on the past 

year and provide their 

resolutions for 2010: 

 

*Pete Muller (German) 

– He reflected on how 

tough the year had been 

for many people, but that 

we were lucky to be 

alive and live in a free 

country. 

 

forward to a better year 

in 2010. 

 

*Jason Merk 

(Mandarin) – He’s glad 

that 2009 is nearly over, 

and is looking forward to 

a better year in 2010. 

 

*Sharon Scheele 

(English) – She’s glad 

2009 is nearly over and 

that she survived, and is 

looking forward to a 

better year ahead. 

Reflections & Resolutions  

to the club treasurery.  

Alan and Sharon gave a 

brief explanation of why 

the Japanese culture uses 

kadomatsus around New 

Year’s to place outside 

their doors and bring 

them good luck in the 

Carol VanCamp and 

Sharon Scheele partici-

pated in a kadomatsu-

making event last eve-

ning, and Carol donted 

hers to the club to auc-

tion off so that the pro-

ceeds could be returned 

year ahead.  The lucky 

bidders were Doug Pat-

terson and Sandy 

Sakaguchi, with $90 

added to the club treas-

ury. 

Club Fundraiser  


